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MAKING PEOPLE VI SI B L E

IN THE PLANNING PROCES
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Is urgently needed!



1900 to 2000: From
nessesary to optional activities in the Public Spaces

Will occur only if good
quality is provided

el OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES
LR AN RECREATION)

A > NECESSARY ACTIVITIES
o

: CAR INVASION
Will occur regardless of
the quality provided IS SRR  PUBLIC URBAN SPACES

PEDESTRIAN STREETS
TRAFFIC CALMING




l Some 10 reason's‘vxﬁ‘/hy a pedestrlan
& public life policy is needed In the
21 century



Transport dlmensmn

Gettlng from A to B - S|mple cheap, low noise






Sustalnablllty dlmensmn

* sustainable
*cheap
* healthy
*no emissions/pollution

*takes up very little space

*simple infrastructures

* needed for efficient public transportation



Health dimension




Recreatlonal dlmensmn

Urban recreation - where the presence
of other people are the special attraction






Social dimension

The City as meetingplace !

From the biggest city events to just seeing and hearing
other people in the public spaces
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People watching
- the number one attraction in any city




Always a two-way contact:
To watch and be watched




“Man is man’s greatest joy”
(Old Icelandic saying)




Information & learning
dimension
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Democratic dimension
Open Somety dimension
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, safe city

Friendly

dimension
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Sheer fun dimension -

"a general human dimension”







MAKING PEOPLE VI SI B L E

IN THE PLANNING PROCES

Y
SUPPORTING A POLICY TO PROMOTE
WALKING AN PUBLIC LIFE
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Acces / Connections



Four different
types of Cities

ne traditional city
ne invaded city

ne abandoned city
ne recongqgered city




The traditional city
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The invaded city
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The Invaded city, will
typically experience a
gradual detoriation of
the public environment!

Case story:

The Railway Park
Stockholm, Sweden
1942 and 1972

(It is stil called the
Railway Park, even if the
trees are now painted on
the surfaces under the

freeway spagetti)
(Note:
Still unchanged as of last week)
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The abandoned city







PUBLIC LIFE IF GOOD QUALITY IS NOT PROVIDED

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES
(LTRBAN RECREATION )

NECESSARY ACTIVITIES

CAR INVASION

PUBLIC URBAN SPACES
PERES TRIAN STREE TS
TRAFFIC CALMING
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"Houston -the City with the
fattest people of the World”



A fully mecanized world!
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. Park n Sweat structure”, Atlanta, Georgla
(7 stories of Parking + 2 storles of Fitness)



The reconquered city




*Willingnes to put constraints
to the vehicular traffic

*realisation of the importance
of public life




*Instead of 3 cars

i i with 4 people you
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il (Freiburg,Germany)

on sustainability and
environmentaly

friendly modes of <" e

transport '



9 reconquered Cities

Portland
o Curitiba
e Cordoba

« Melbourne



INVITATIONS
T0
THE CITY
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3 -THE ONLY OVERFASS WEVE EVER Bu'r‘mmc‘lwi REDUCES TRAFFIC,



A Lot Can Nappen
Between 945
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London — Congestion Charge 2003

Congestion charge area-24 square kilometers
19% reduction of traffic during the first year
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Better condltlonsfor bicycling = more bicyclists



Bicycling in Copenhagen

-on a citywide network of bicycle lanes
e # I' E -
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Mother in law:Age 85
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Cykel
'Vokse

Storbyboerne er
treette af treengslen
Pé cykelstien og af
cyklisternes fralk.
hed, viser en
meningsmiling,

Af Flemming Christiansen

Cyklisterne pi op koben-
havnsk cykalsti kan minde
om en flok tprstige Enuer,
der bisser hen gyer savan-
nen: Der or mange af dem,
virkelig mange, alle har et

horn | siden pd alls

havn er treengslen pa cykel.
stierne havnet pd en fferde-
plads - efter tre gamle ken-
dinge: forurening fry lasthil-
°r 0g personbiler og parke-
ringsproblemerne.

Det viser on undersggel!se
foretaget af Instityt for Kon-
Junktur-Analyse blandt et re-
Preesentativt udanit pd 1.000
af starbyens behoere.

Borgerne oy blevet spurgt,
om en rekke problemer b
rgrer dem personligt, Og
hver tredje angiver, at cykel-
mylderet er .ot stqr pro-
blems,

Af en serie interview mexd
eénkeltborgere | samme | 0.

Mandag 10, jyp; 2002 - 1. sektion

problemerne
I i Kebenhayn

Desuden viser det kommuy- §

niale cykelregnskah, at hver
femnta kobenhavner finder
cyklerne voldsomt generen-
de.

For bare to &r siden var det
kun hver tiende kebenhgy-
ner, der tamnkte ilde om pe-
dalatleterne, hyvad enten det
er de sngvlende langsomme,
bredbagede Christiania-lad-
cykler eller fartnarkomanar
pé 16-gears racercykler.

Flere pa jernheste

Alle  digse eyklistkritiske
holdninger trives i en by,
hvor hver anden indbygger

lesti

han

det.
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Latest News:

“Wider BiCyC|e
Paths” now
approved by the
Clty Council

(Date: 3 June 05)



Better quality public spaces

more pedestrians and more public life

Before After






Copenhagen:
1.3 million (region)
From traffic place to people place




Strgget (main street)
pedestrianized 1962




In 1962 all 18 squares were parking lots
- now they are all people squares




The development of pedestrian areas in the city
from 1962.......7 times more People Space!

Car-free quares (new or renovated)
D Pedestrian priority stréets

. Pedettrian streels

22 860

15.800 i
1962 1968 1973 1988 1992 1996

Development of pedestrian areas in Copanhagen cify Oenier
from 1962 to 1596 (in square melers)

lllustrated on this page are 34 years of gradual transformation
of Copenhagen city center.

By 1996, the city center had some 96,000 m' set aside for peo-
ple activities, a six-fold increase from the first stage in 1962,
The bar graph above shows that the creation of pedestrian
streets was actually finished by 1973 Effort has been con-
centrated subsequently on reclaiming and improving the city
squares - the potential oases of the ity




Public Space-Public Life Surweys: Copenhagen 1968, 1985, 1995 (+2005)



Many more People are walking in the city




1968
20.500 m
Pedestrian area

4 times more people
spend time in the city

1986

55.000 m'
Pedestrian area
14.2 milactivity

1995

F1.000 v
Pedestrian area
13.9 mifactivity ,

e

A
‘u

| L i : Average number of people engaged in stationary activities
throughout the city center at any time between 12 and 16* on
summer days in 1968, 1986 and 1395,



More people, more time spent, longer days
& and much longer season



The lesson from Copenhagen:
(and many other cities surveyed)

If public spaces of good quality are provided
- they will eagerly be used
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY Public Spaces and Public Life studies 1994 & 2004

1aak: Places for People 1
In 151 Prolessar Jan Gebl was invited do Melbourne by
the City ol Melbourne, Urban Desian Branch and Sbatemic

Mannirg Branch to conduct a swivey of Public Spaces and + - PLACES &5

.

) at ]
Public Lile in Melbaurne, The study examited (e issues and : "ﬁ_'?__# PEOPLE
Gpperiucities reaardicg public space and collecled data an ’ -

public like, The data was presented in the document Maces for
Praple: Melbawme Oy 1954 and incarparated bath aralysis
and a set ol sverall eecammen datiens, The publicatien served
as a leundation ler kirdher develapment and imprevement of
Ml e's pubilic Spaces, as few prajects could be medsu red
aain st the 1904 herchmark,

200 Places lorPeople 2
In 2004 Prolessor Gebl and GERL Architects were imvited 1o
redirn i Metbourne 1o conduct an updale on the previous
study in association with the Design and Culture division of
Melhourne City Council,

The Frdings and recommendatians of the 2004 study are
presented in thisreporl

The purpese and the methads lerthe 1504 and 2004 studies
have been kepl identical in order to create an opportunity For
dirert compansens, However, the area lof the 2004 stucy has
been exlended in order toincude the majer rew public spaces

which have been established during the intervening 10 years,




1.3 AN INCREASING STUDENT POPULATION

IN THE MELBOURNE CITY AREA
1993-2003

82000
Too00
GI000
sC000
22000
000
20000

Mo ol Sdudanis

1200

67%

MORE STUDENTS

B

Bomestic and overseas students visiting
Citv ol Metbourne fampuses

2 g

Dorestic Studerts Cuersose Students Tolal Slagerts

Type of Sfudents

Lity campus map

Unpeersities and ofher educational institulions contriule to
an aclive, lvely whan emvicenment by crealicg 3 pecple
dimate orented fowards youra people. Students make a
majtt coniribution i ihe citv's vitality and cultural diversity,
prosading a veuthial stimulus and mlersational perspective,
They also tend to engage mare over thewith the streed scere and
sther publc spaces because they are mare available 1o sperd
time ot of doses, and in so deing make a sbeorg corbributien
ke local ecanan,

Melbourne has expanded the number of educational
institutions in e cily centee ot the pasl decade, in mos!
cases intearating ihese Bcilities iste the aty fabnc,

Wider Melbourne has KK educationral inshifubions, of which
KX arelacated withi nYYhm radius ol the aily centre, The rumber
ol students attending academic institutions and/ of lving inthe
city centre has expanded by 28% since 1997 - wielding Quooo
residenis in 2007,

Student bousing s mastl lacated sutside the central oy,
but seme student apariments are lecated in fhe cliy cendre,
Student populations are eipected to continue o rise as the
number of student places at Melbourme's universities and
institutes inceeases, and is supparied by arewth in inner oty
lowcost housing,

Traditien al university towns throughowt the UK, Evrope and
the US have long demonsirated that the presence of major
research institutians in the city is 3 huge acvartage in brirging
technology, talent and inlerance to the local community, More
recendly, Richard Flesida argues that an increased student
population is 3 wital part of the oreative knowledes oty
where bigh concentrations of creative people resulls in a high

concertralion ol creative economic guloomes,
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1.2 A LARGER RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY
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CASE STUDY: FACADE POLICY IN MELBOURNE

Melbourme's extensive campaign te keepthe citevilal includes

a lagade policy. The policy repulates the desion of new
buildings to ensure a lively street and wrban emviren ment with
a mix ol lunctions and activities.

The mest impertant ebjective of the lagade policy slona the
city streets is o make sure thal ground-Tloor lacades appealio
pedestrians and condribute to the cily's versa tility a nd security
with gecd lighting and level of activity. The policy sets the
Felle i i fram vk

= Shops and lood service sutlets must have a display
window or entrance measuring at least Fee metres or 5o
ol the mround-feor Boade Dahickeveris the larger)

The rhythm, scale, archilectural detail, windows and
onlours of new lacades must be in keeping with existing
streel space

Buildings must be divided into a base laround oo,
aoditinnzl storeys andiop Noor

Dietails ofinterest to pedestrians and the use ol sond
malerials must be prometed

Facades may not be smasth) deveid of detail; laree facades
in parficular must be dided vertically into smaller sections
Sims must be adapted bo building desians

Windwas must be slazed with clear glass; lagade desian
must prosdde good lishting at night

Security mrilles must be meunted intermally to provide sond
visibility.

Abotelcomples desipred by
L. Per vinpally desirayen
this streel enwronment, byt
thanks fo the oiy's archifects
the fapade was successilly
regesigued.

Additicnzl regulations deal with svergthing from bans on
skvwalkste beight imits For boildicgs close tothe lagade ling,
one reasen being to prevent shadows and wind turbulence
along the street, The tvpes of business allowed to run ground-
Neoreperationsin the ity centre are alse carslully contrzlled,

Applicants For building permits must submit an Urhan Context
Repert based on the criteria listed above dealing with lacizrs
such as sustainability, ground-Noeor facades and their visual
impact on the local envirenment, crime prevention, and [he
impact an sunlight and wind conditicns and infrastrochune,







1.10 AN INTEGRATED POLICY FOR STREET TREATMENT AND FURNITURE

Docklands bin Drinking fountsin King Street [ight - nighttime Wewspapar pillar — clased Newspaper pillsy - open

Newspapar pillar - clogad

In many respects, the swite of street furnifure that has been of the rpad cormidor has greatly improved ndghitime safety in
Cesigned and cispersed. throughout the central oty has King Street, and will be acopted in other non-tam streets in
become 2 “signature” 1o s local Charfacter. Hesm the saan the City

iuestone pavements upwarkls, a fonsistent, elegant and A cafe Fumiture standard, cowvent g tems such as furniture,
ataptable palette of public fumiture, Hehting and micro-scake profeclive scregns, ambreflas, awnings and planter boxes, has
fetall has been establishes throughoutthe Cdy. Ao Deen ceveoped. 5 aim 15 o ensum that matedals. and

finishasare attractive and durable, unobtnsh e and complements
chamcter and slgnificance of the strest.

Incorporatien of small scale street vendors suth as the tell
fri

e Eslant anc magazine kiosk, the fralt vending stall and

flower stall, all adgoress practical refalling requirements but Finally, planning controls have intreduces compliance with
dlso stimulate use and steet activity levels, Other ifems DDa [Dizability Discrimination Aol reguiements thmughout
such as the news pilan retractable kerbsige café canopy anc the entire maenicipal area. Specific in ves include: pram
infarmation hub make a strong imipact on the personal scate, ramps, brallie ties, ¢lsableq parking bays, wicenec fantpaths
witality and colour of the streetscape. withclear access tashap frontages, audible traffic signals, tram

A comprehensive lighting stategy, coverng functiznal supersinps, @mps for universal access intn public bulicings,
ant armamental programs has been developed and is belng fully accessible tollets, safe city car parks, and an approved
implemented throughout the ity Hotably, pole-mounted T jtentre at Fedemtion Souare.

gual fittings that cover the pedestrian footpath independaently
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1.7 CITY-WIDE ART PROGRAMS

Befow left: Crown (
Befow: "Light asart”,
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16. 700
2130
12.060
. 10-18 (2005)
. 18-24 (2005)
. 10-18 (1993)
. 1824 (1993)

39.076 66546 34396 42.492 59.230 4355 54.670

Melbourne: Pedestrian traffic in Bourke St & Swanston St. on summer weekday in 1993 & 2004.

Comparrison with major streets in Adelaide (2002), London (2003) and Copenhagen (1995)
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9 reconquered Cities

A Heartfelt
Welcome
to
SEATTLE
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There is much more to walking -than walking!
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A mode of transport - but with a potential for much more
-and the "much more” is by far the more interesting part!



NESSESARY ACTIVITIES
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-the purposeful daily actiVities, what you have todo!

(goes on under all conditions, regardless of the physical
conditions offered)






OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES

What you like to do, Recreational activities, Urban recreation,

(highly dependent on the quality of the physical environment)









SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

The City as meetingplace !

From the biggest city events to just seeing and hearing
other people in the public spaces
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People watching - the number one attraction in any city




“Man is man’s greatest joy”

(Old Icelandic saying)




Always a two-way contact:
To watch and be watched






















However, Is there a use for public space
INn the present-day electronic world?
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Changing life patterns

Life-spans are now
longer and more
varied than ever
before

Retirement
Working life

Leisure

Education

One in three 25 to 60 year olds
live alone

(from Richard Rogers: Cities for a small Planet)

80

60

40

20



1900

0id City Area

Average Size of
Households

Average Size of
Dwelling Area per
Resident

Number of Residents
per 10om’ Built
Space

Floor to Plot Ratio

Dwellings per
Hectare

Number of
Residents per
Hectare

Length of Roads &
Paths per Hectare

Persons

10m*

10

Residents

2.0

Dwellings/ha

2000

Residents/ha

ZDOtha

A KR

2000

New City Area
{Dense)

1.8

Persons

601‘!‘!=

1°7

Residents

1.8

166

Dwellings/ha

300

Residents/ha

23 Om/ha

2000
New City Area
(Low Density)

2.0

Persons

60m*

1.7

Residents

21
Dwellings/ha

42

Residents/ha

350-500m/ha

2000

New City Area Il
{Suburban
Density)

@R

- 4

w &

2.2

Persons

60:11’

1.7

Residents

0.1

8

Dwellings/ha

17

Residents/ha

460-700m/na
e




New Challenges:

Smaller households / New household types
- fewer oportunities for meeting others!
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Life is becoming more and more privatized

* Private homes

e Private computers

e Private cars

* Private offices

+ |ess public exposure!




We need the city as a meeting place
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ENVIRONMENTALISTS
ARE REALLY JVST
OUT To REDvVCE

THE QUALITY OF

OUR LIFESTYLE.

AND JUST WHEN WERE. -
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